
Innocencia Mangati, a student teacher at Selengo Village Pri-

mary School, stands out as a remarkable role model in this 

remote village. ñTo me, every face tells a story, and I easily 

detect the children who are going through tough times in life,ò 

says Innocencia. ñI usually see such children warming up 

when I share my testimony -- that I grew up as an orphan, 

who struggled much in life. But I point out that Godôs love 

has made me beat great odds.ò 

Innocenciaôs parents, small-scale farmers, had been very 

committed to supporting their daughter in her education. But 

when her parents died in 2003 and 2005, she felt isolated and 

discouraged. It looked like she might have to drop out of 

school, as financial support dwindled. 

In a last-ditch effort to keep Innocencia in school, her 

elder brother turned to Ministry of Hope for help. MoH came 

up with a special plan to transfer Innocencia to a reputable 
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T 
his year began 

as a very dark 

time in Ma-

lawi, marked by po-

litical unrest, out of 

control inflation, and 

chronic scarcity of 

fuel. In March, Minis-

try of Hopeôs Malawi 

Board discouraged 

groups from coming due to these con-

cerns. Through a miraculously peaceful 

midyear transition of power in Malawi, 

the country has now returned to political 

stability.  

In the same way, God miraculously 

sustained the Mobile Medical Clinic this 

year. Just months ago this life sustaining 

program was running out of operating 

funds due to a sharp rise in fuel costs and 

an increase in the number of patients 

served in the clinics. The ministry was 

considering suspending the program when 

God miraculously provided the funds to 

continue through the rest of the year. God 

used many of you to create this miracle 

that brought healing to many who have no 

access to medical care. 

2012 has not been an easy year for 

Ministry of Hope, as overall giving has 

slowed in this economy, but God has been 

faithful to meet our needs. As we faced 

the challenge of going into the lean season 

with very low reserves, God once again 
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God is Never Too Early or Too Late to Save a Life  

Innocencia at home with her family 

I 
da Phesere is a beautiful baby girl 

from Dowa District, the fifth born in a 

family of five children. Her father is a 

tenant at a tobacco farm, where he works 

on a seasonal basis to support his family. 

Idaôs life story is one wonderful testimony 

among many very sad stories which can 

be told in Malawi. 

Ida was born in October 2012, and one 

week later her mother Agnes died from 

complications related to high blood pres-

sure. Agnesôs death robbed Ida of the pre-

cious motherly love and care that she so 

needed as a newborn.   

For a week after her motherôs death, 

Idaôs life was in jeopardy as she was sur-

viving solely on a solution of water, salt, 

and sugar. Her father could not afford to 

buy even a single can of formula. Ida lost 

a significant amount of weight and her 

health began to decline. It was doubtful 

that this precious baby would have been 

able to survive much longer had she 

stayed in this situation     

 In an effort to save his daughterôs life, 

Idaôs father cycled 75km to the Crisis 

Nursery in Lilongwe, with Ida on the back 

of his bike. She was hungry and cried con-

tinuously, as she had only taken three tea-

spoons of water, sugar, and salt solution 

before leaving home for Lilongwe.   

God is never too early or too late to 

respond to the needs of His children. God 

had mercy on little Ida and her father, set-

tling her in a safe environment where she 

is receiving care, feeding, and love. After 

6 days of care and proper feeding, her 

weight had already begun to improve, 

giving everyone hope for her good future. 

This will be her testimony for life, and all 

hope and pray that she will grow up in the 

fear and love of the Lord. 
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boarding school 150 kilometers away. ñI could not believe my ears, 

when I first heard about the offer by Ministry of Hope,ò marvels Inno-

cencia. ñI later put all this down to Godôs grace in my life. He was 

planning to give me a bright future.ò 

Innocencia worked hard at school, consistently being among the top 

students in her class. She is now training to become a teacher and has 

become very popular among the students at Selengo. Ministry of Hope 

has helped to shape her life not only through scholarship funds, but 

also with counseling, encouragement, and spiritual nurture. ñMinistry 

of Hope workers frequently encouraged us to soldier on in life with 

hope. I have never forgotten those uplifting lessons, and I am only 

passing on the favor to other needy and poor children,ò says Innocen-

cia. 

She explains that she chose to become a teacher so that she can 

inspire and motivate a great number of children, particularly the vul-

nerable ones. ñI notice that many children now confide in me, and I try 

my best to help them.ò She adds, ñI want to practice what I preach -- 

that hard work, faith in God and self-esteem yield great results. I thank 

Ministry of Hope for opening my eyes to these keys to lifeôs success.ò  

Ida at the Crisis Nursery 



MoH Lesotho - New Arrival By Nancy Dimmock 

I 
n mid-September, when the porch of 

the Ministry of Hope Lesotho house 

was still under construction and the 

yard was a muddy mess, a four-wheel 

drive social welfare vehicle drove into the 

yard. I was inside hanging curtains when 

they came. Director óMôe Mamonyane 

was in town running errands. 

  Two social workers got out of the car 

ï one from the Ministry of Social Devel-

opment and one from the Baylor Center 

for Pediatric AIDS. They picked their way 

through the mud and stones, and over the 

boards laid across the wet cement of the 

porch. Along with four small boys, I met 

them at the door. They entered and looked 

around the neat, freshly painted living 

room with delight. The environment con-

firmed their idea that this was the right 

place for their client. 

Three-and-a-half year old Tsôepang 

was orphaned and being cared for by an 

elderly grandfather. He had his own gar-

den and sometimes got piece work away 

from home to make a little money, but no 

one was available in his village to care for 

the child when he was away.  She had the 

puffy face and big belly of malnutrition, 

and very little muscle mass in her arms 

and legs. Also, she was HIV+ and could 

not  be put on the life-saving medicines 

until she was healthier and under more 

consistent and effective care.  Would we 

take her?  Absolutely. 

 Besides being a trained nurse, óMôe 

Mamonyane also has a certificate in 

working with disabilities. This means that 

she is incredibly patient ï and would be 

able to give the child both the proper nu-

trition and stimulation that she needed. 

Tsôepang was registered and handed over 

for care. Her grandfather was encouraged 

to come and visit her often, to maintain 

their bond; and the child was immediately 

absorbed into the home. 

 Tsôepang is drinking plenty of full-

cream milk and eating LOTS of peanut 

butter on bread or bananas, and full nour-

ishing meals three times a day. Her arms 

and legs are massaged with Vaseline 

daily, and she practices standing by hold-

ing onto a little chair, for several minutes 

each day. She is getting stronger before 

our eyes ï both inside and out. From look-

ing out on the world through sickly and 

disinterested eyes, she is now looking 

around with interest and involvement. Just 

the other day, I watched her eyes spark 

with anger when one of the little boys was 

teasing her, and she pushed him away 

from her -- hard.  Now thatôs progress!  

Tsôepang begins to smile 

Some development projects have the power to trans-

form an entire community. One of these is the solar 

powered light project begun in the village of Khwamba 

in 2011 by Liberty Corner Presbyterian Church. The 

venture has been so successful that this past summer the 

church returned to Malawi to expand the solar powered 

light project.  

There have been a number of important benefits   of 

installing solar panels on the roof of the Ministry of 

Hope feeding centers. The first has been overhead light-

ing, which has allowed the centers to have activities at 

night. A second has been to allow the centers to serve 

as a cell phone charging station for the growing number 

of cell phone users in the villages. This is done at a 

minimal cost, providing ongoing income to supplement 

the needs of the orphans. Finally, the centers have a 

number of rechargeable battery operated lanterns that 

are charged during the day and rented out. Villagers 

take them home so children can read and do homework at night, and families can use the light for household chores.  

During this summerôs visit, the team expanded the capabilities of the system in the village of Khwamba and installed a simi-

lar one in Chimwangombe. Plans call for the village of Matapila to receive this technology next year. 

It has been a remarkably successful project, transforming communities by bringing light to dark places.  

Solar Powered Lights Transform Communities  

Installing overhead lights at Chimwangombe  


